
 

 

                                  
 

 
 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
We are pleased to announce that Kore University in collaboration with AideaGiovani is organizing a 

 

WORKSHOP ON 

“BUSINESS MODEL AND BUSINESS SUSTAINABILITY” 

 

The event will take place in Enna (Sicily, Italy) at Kore University on: 
 

19th– 20th June 2014 

 

In the last two decades, academics and practitioners have extensively focused on the concept of 
businessmodel. Since 1995 there has been a vast array of articles in academic journals (Zott &Amit, 
2007, 2008, 2010; Zott et al., 2011; Chesbrough, 2010; Teece, 2010; Smith et al., 2010; Sosna et al., 2010; 
Thompson & MacMillan, 2010; Zambon, 2011; Cinquini & Tenucci, 2011; Silvi & Bartolini, 2011; 
Dainelli & Giunta, 2011),practitioner’s outlets (Miles, Miles & Snow, 2006; Johnson, Christensen 
&Kagermann, 2008),and books and booklets (Osterwalder & Pigneur, 2010; ICAEW, 2010), wherein 
the notion of business model was addressed and discussed. Furthermore, business model is a largely 
used term in many fields of research, such as accounting, management, organization, finance, corporate 
governance and auditing, and it represents aconceptual construct reflecting the adoption of 
heterogeneous lenses of analysis.  
 
However, despite a growing trend in the analysis of what exactly a business model is intended to be,it 
seems that scholars and practitionersstill need to develop a common and widely accepted 
interdisciplinaryframeworkin order to better express the potential advantages accruing to firms by the 
means of such “intangible instrument”. In fact, even though business models have become a quite 
fashionable term employed in the day-to-day management vocabulary, there is still much confusion with 
regard to what business models are and how they can be used, especially considering the lack of 
consensus linked to the widespread range of disciplines concerned by the topic.  
 
At the same time, globalization and new business trends are pushing firms to be flexible in order to 
react to continuous change. Thus, there is an urgent demand for business model sustainability in the 
context of varying business dynamics in which we can have different challenges for firms. In fact, the 
concept of sustainability is not only connected with social and environmental issues; we also need a 
reinterpretation of sustainability as a fundamental condition for the preservation of the entity value and 
its development. Then, new business models have to be able to foster the effectiveness of business itself 
and, even more, to sustain the value creation of companies over time.  
 
The purpose of the Enna Workshop is to select and debate high quality papers coming from all topics 
related to such a challenging and pervasive topic of business models and business sustainability.  



The Workshop is ideally targeted to provide an overview of a number of intriguing investigation 
streams on frameworks, patterns and processes that may help improving our understanding of such 
themes, also providing scholars with new and possibly interdisciplinary perspectives on business 
models.  
With this ambition, the Workshop welcomes theory-driven, theory-building and/or empirical papers 
addressing some of the following subjects: 
 

- The business model concept and construct: theoretical underpinnings and features 
- Business model and business sustainability: financial, strategic, competitive, social & reporting aspects 
- Business model innovations and strategic flexibility 
- Business model innovation and reconfiguration 
- Links between business strategy and business model(s) 
- Business model and market entry mode choices 
- New organizational forms with regard to business models 
- Business model’s evolutionary paths 
- Business model design, classification and measurements 
- Quantitative and qualitative representation and disclosure of firm business model 
- Business models in practice and their implications for research 
- Evolving paradigms for sustainable business model’s development and their implications 
- Changing business models and associated organizational adjustments 
- Multiple business models and potentialconflicts 
- The relationships and fit between business model and performance 
- Business models and value creation, capturing and preservation 
- The relationship between revenue recognition practices and business models 
- Business models and corporate governance 
- Business model, accounting standards, and the practice of financial reporting (e.g. IFRS 9) 
- Business model, firm intangibles and Integrated Reporting 
- Auditing business models and their sustainability 
 

The list of topics above should be seen as merely illustrative.Thus, scholars may wish to complement 
the proposed list with other insightful views or interpretations of business model, business sustainability 
and their relationships. 
 

In order to be accepted to the Workshop, all submitted papers will be subject to the peer review process 

of international scholars selected by the Scientific Committee. Each of the accepted papers will be 

assigned to a discussant in the perspective to contribute to its development through a frank and 

constructive discussion. 

 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

Prof. Stefano Zambon (University of Ferrara, Chair), Prof. David Alexander (University of 

Birmingham), Prof. Roberto Di Pietra (University of Siena), Prof. Alberto Quagli (University of Genoa), 

Prof. Margherita Poselli (University of Catania), Prof. Riccardo Mercurio (University of Naples 

“Federico II”), Prof. Rosario Faraci (University of Catania).  
 

The Scientific Committee will also select the best papers that will be granted an award at the end of the 

Workshop. 
 

Authors of the accepted papers presented at the Workshop can submit their work for consideration for 

three Special Issues promoted, respectively, by  

- Financial Reporting; 

- Measuring Business Excellence, and  

- Journal of Management and Governance (for this Journal FULL PAPER is required to 

be submitted within 15th april 2014),  

which have kindly accepted to support our Workshop. 



 

Extended abstracts should be submitted by 15thApril 2014 to the following address: 

businessmodel@unikore.it. They will have to be no more than 1000 words (bibliography excluded). 
 

Authors will be notified by 2nd May 2014 about their paper’s acceptance and will receive a registration 

form. Full papers should be sent no later than 31th May 2014.  

 

There is no registration fee for attending the Workshop, but it will be necessary to fill in a 

registration form available at the Workshop website.  

However, for those who would like to join the Workshop Dinner € 40.00 fee will be due. The payment 

can be done through two different procedures:  

- either through a bank transfer whose IBAN will be indicated in the registration form; or 

- through credit card at the dinner location.  

Further details regarding the dinner fee and the payment procedure will be available at the Workshop’s 

website indicated below. 

 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Kore University  is situated in the city of Enna, in the centre of Sicily. It is located in a valley called 

“Enna Bassa” (Lower Town), only 3 kilometres from the Palermo-Catania motorway junction. 

 

Enna is well connected to the most important Sicilian towns and cities thanks to the motorway.  Enna 

Bassa is indeed located at one of the most important “crossroads” in the Sicilian and interregional 

public transport network. 

 

The closest airport is Catania “Vincenzo Bellini”, which is only 60 kilometres away from Enna, and 

which is connected through the main and low-cost airlines, such as Alitalia, Meridiana, Blu Express, 

Ryanair, and many others. 

 

Also bus transport from Palermo and Catania is particularily convenient. The coach and bus station is 

just two minute walk from the Workshop’s location.  

Detailed bus timetables from Catania, Palermo, and Catania’s airport will be provided in the 

Workshop’s website. 

 
Information regarding accomodation will also be supplied in the Workshop’s website. In particular, 
delegates will be able to find since now details regarding accomodation services at the main Workshop 
Hotel, i.e. the Hotel Federico II (Enna)’s, in its official website (www.hotelfedericoenna.it).  
Please note that the Organizing Committee is negotiating special reduced fees for accomodationat that 
hotel, which will be published in the Workshop’s website (see below) in due course. 
 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Elisa R.Ferrari (KoreUniversity, co-coordinator), Vincenzo Pisano (University of Catania, co-ordinator) 

Guglielmo Faldetta, Vincenzo Fasone, Fabio La Rosa,  Antonio Sorci (members, Kore University).  

For information, please send an e-mail to businessmodel@unikore.it   

 
Further details about organizational aspects  will be available at the following Kore’s website: 

http://www.unikore.it/index.php/workshopbusinessmodelandsustainability 
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